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Have you not received any mail or emails from St. S tephen’s lately??  Have you moved, changed your 
email address or changed your phone number?  Please  keep the office informed of any changes in 
your contact information.  Phone 244-4879or email st.stephens.anglican@shaw.ca  and keep us up to 
date.  Thanks. 
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EPIPHANY SEASON  
  
Greetings in the Name of the One who Wise Men sought long ago, and who wise women and men still seek today. 
  
This is a very short season this year - January 6 to February 6.  In my January Sower Article, I suggested that we could use 
the Epiphany Season to reflect upon our "carbon footprint".  I would like to reflect further on this with you. 
  
Through the movement of the heavenly bodies God spoke to the three ancient astrologers and caused them to undertake a 
journey which led them to the Light of the World.  It was possible for the magi to see the light of the "star in the East" because 
the night sky was not covered with thick clouds of dust or smog.  Mankind's carbon footprint in those days was much less 
than it is today. 
  
Pause for a moment and think about Jesus' carbon footprint.  He did not travel by plane or automobile, turn on a gas furnace 
or an electric light, own a home or write a book.  His diet consisted of locally grown produce.  He travelled by foot, sail boat, 
and once by a donkey.  His wardrobe was meager and of basic material.  His utensils were borrowed from others, just as his 
tomb was.  I think that we can safely say that Jesus' carbon footprint was minimal! 
  
Since you and I through our baptism say that Jesus is Lord; then, we should ask are we living a life-style that follows the 
model our Lord has given to us?  Are we conscious of our carbon footprint and do we seek to keep it to a minimum according 
to the circumstances in which God has placed us, even as Jesus kept His carbon footprint to a minimum in first century 
Galilee? 
  
I know that I cannot live in such a way as to match the carbon footprint of Jesus but I do know that there are ways in which I 
can lessen my carbon footprint and so follow in His footsteps.  This Epiphany Season could be well used if we were to reflect 
on our personal, on our business', on our church's carbon footprint and develop a plan whereby we will reduce it.  Such a 
plan could become our Lenten discipline on February 6. 
  
Who knows, if you and I and all the inhabitants of the earth were to lessen our carbon footprint as a way of giving praise and 
glory to God, what Light might we see rising, even as the Wise Men did. 
  
God be with you and bless you in 
this Epiphany Season. 
  
+Derek 
Bishop of Calgary 
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