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Second Sunday in Lent 
February 25, 2018 

 
 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist            10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Excellent Adventure and Nursery available 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Rector 
The Reverend Brian E Pearson  

Program Co-ordinator 
The Reverend Charmaine Evans 

 

Honorary Assistants  
The Venerable Barry Foster 
The Reverend Cathy Fulton 

The Reverend Dean Houghton 
 

Music Director 
Jeffrey Jones 



Welcome to St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
Sunday Worship, February 25, 2018 

 

8:00am service- Book of Common Prayer (starting page 67)     10:30am service- Bulletin 
 

Preaching &Presiding: The Reverend Brian E Pearson 
Assisting: The Reverend Charmaine Evans 
Organist & Music Director:  Jeffrey Jones 

 

 
Lectionary Readings 
This week:       Next week: Mar 4 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16                                               Exodus 20:1-17                                                  
Psalm 22:22-30                                                          Psalm 19  
Romans 4:13-25                                                         1 Corinthians 1:18-25                          
Mark 8:31-38                                                              John 2:13-22   
 
             

 
The Prayers of the People  

 
 
 

The Anglican Cycle of Prayer 

We Pray for The Anglican Church in Central America, The Most Reverend Sturdie Downs, Primate of IARCA 
& Bishop of Nicaragua; for Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury; Fred, our Primate; Greg our 
Metropolitan Archbishop & Diocesan Bishop, Sidney, the Suffragan Bishop for Treaty 7 Territory. 

 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
We pray for St. George, Stettler, The Reverend K. David Holmes, The Reverend Jack Schulze; in our 
Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for Holy Trinity, Georgetown with St. John, Holy 
Name, St. Peter and St. Luke on Grenada, The Venerable Christian Glasgow, their clergy and the people of 
the parishes. 

 
              St. Stephen’s Parish Cycle of Prayer
              Lynn Brooks · Marilyn Brooks · Rose Mary and Gordon Brown · John and Ann Brownlee ·  
              Joan Buck · Cam Bush and Pam Forgie-Thompson · Franci Byron and Venessa Noel. 

 
                    For Those in Need 
              Clause · John · Leila · Heather(s) · Mary · Melissa · Wayne ·   
                  Sharon · Barb · Don · Anise. 
  

                    

 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://orig10.deviantart.net/f478/f/2008/278/e/1/praying_hands_by_poisonapple1982.jpg&imgrefurl=http://deviantbydesign.deviantart.com/art/praying-hands-41239446&docid=yaMwMGo8idobdM&tbnid=4AwHhtZY9x_HzM:&vet=10ahUKEwie2fqbsNbTAhVM4IMKHS6BAGI4kAMQMwgHKAUwBQ..i&w=552&h=617&bih=933&biw=1680&q=praying hands&ved=0ahUKEwie2fqbsNbTAhVM4IMKHS6BAGI4kAMQMwgHKAUwBQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


On Duty Today: 
 

Reader:  Carly Grimsen-Seligman 
Litianist:  Brigid Stewart  
Tech:  Neil Miller 
Communion Assistants:  Heather Dumka · Blake Kanewischer  
Sidespersons:  Peter Nettleton · Patty Rhodes Brink · Pat Kirby · Russ Kirby 
Chancel Guild:  Janis Fenwick 
Sacramental Bread:  Dariel Bateman ∙ Jean Ludlam                     
Coffee:  Pam, Neil, Paige and Ryan Miller 
  
Excellent Adventure & Nursery are available in the creation space.  
 

This Week at St. Stephen’s 
 

We are approaching the third month with our 
newly configured Nursery and Sunday School. 
By all indications, it is a resounding success: 
happy kids, happy parents, and happy 
church! And it was already a pretty happy 
place before the new program!  
 
Under the leadership of Charmaine Evans, 
our deacon and program coordinator, the 
Nursery and Sunday School now share the 

Creation Space, the multi-purpose room beneath the Canterbury Room. This 
means the younger children are closer to the older children, making their eventual transition to Sunday 
School easier.  
 
Using resource materials that relate to the lectionary, Sunday School teacher Maya McKirdy engages the 
children with age appropriate worksheets that can be taken home and shared with the family. Some of 
our young adults assist Beverley Senko and Leila Quinones with the Nursery, and with the Sunday School 
as well, providing a meaningful way for them to contribute to the church when the worship service itself 
has lost some of its lustre.  
 
Overall, the use of different age groups helps create a truly inclusive sense 
of community, where our younger church members learn as much from 
one another as from the formal lessons being taught.  
 
Also, beginning March 18, Charmaine is inviting the young adults of the 
parish to a monthly meeting to take place during the first part of our 
Sunday worship service. This will be an opportunity for dialogue and 
experiential learning about the Christian faith, religions of the world, 
and issues youth deal with in the modern world.  



 

Holy Week Services at St. Stephen’s 
 

 March 25    Palm Sunday 
   8 am &     A joyful remembrance of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  

   10:30 am       But the joy will prove short-lived.   Blessing of the Palms.   

   

 March 29    Maundy Thursday 
  7:30 pm    A soulful commemoration of the Last Supper, instituting the Eucharist  

                           as the central worship of Christians.  

 
 

 March 30    Good Friday Liturgy 
  11 am       A solemn recollection of Jesus’ crucifixion —an incomplete story,  

                          waiting his resurrection.  

 
 

 March 31    Great Vigil of Easter  
  8 pm        A dramatic celebration of Jesus’ rising from the tomb, leading from 

                          darkness to light. (bring your hand bells) 
 

 

  April 1    Easter Sunday  

 8 am &      An exultant celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, 

 10:30 am                    filled with light and song.  

 
                                 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=easter&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=889&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=CG0WDu0w7eUftM:&imgrefurl=http://www.articlesweb.org/culture/understanding-the-changing-days-of-easter&docid=PDBasHXRNccnlM&imgurl=http://www.articlesweb.org/blog/wp-content/gallery/understanding-the-changing-days-of-easter/understanding-the-changing-days-of-easter-14.jpg&w=344&h=520&ei=SfJDT_i_JsWWiALulanEDg&zoom=1


Second Sunday in Lent 
February 25, 2018 

 

To-day we celebrate the Second Sunday of Lent. Lent is a time to reflect upon sacrifice, denial and 
discipline. A number of our early parish members put their lives on the line to defend Great Britain and her 
Allies during the Great War. So each Sunday during Lent, this bulletin will feature one of the heroes who 
exemplify the word sacrifice and much of the meaning of Lent. 
 

J. Brownlee and C. Bain 
 

Claude Clifton McMullen 

1881-1916 

 
Claude Clifton McMullen enlisted in “The Great War” in 1915. Born in Winnipeg to 
Joseph McMullen and Mary McMullen, Clause had married Evelyn, with whom he 
had two children, and they resided at 1758 7th St, W. Claude was a 
“traveller”/salesman and a noted lacrosse player.  
 
Claude left for England from Halifax on March 22 1916 on the S.S. Baltic, arriving on 
April 4, where he was to serve with the 56th Battalion C.E.F. (Canadian 
Expeditionary Force). Many Calgarians left on the S.S. Baltic that day, including 
Thomas Jesse Ebden who is also commemorated here at St. Stephen’s (whose tale 
of sacrifice will follow in our Sunday March 4 bulletin). 
 

Private McMullen was promoted to Sergeant on April 10, 1916 and transferred to the Canadian 31st 
Battalion, ’B’ Company on June 16, 1916, which fought in Belgium and France. The battalion was assigned 
to the battle of Flers-Courcellette, attacking a German trench near the village of Courcelette, on the 
Somme, a front where thousands lost their lives in the rain and mud.  
 
Claude was killed in battle on September 26, 1916. He was 35 years old. On September 9, just days before 
his death, Claude wrote to his father, Joseph, saying, “If I should go under, feel proud to know that I was 
in it and able to do my little bit. It’s a great army we have over here, and you watch Canada.”   
 
Lieut. H. Kennedy was in charge of the left half of the ’B’ Company in which Claude was serving. He wrote 
a letter to Claude’s father....”Claude was platoon Sergeant in charge of No.5 platoon. I was talking to him 
shortly before the attack and he was quite cheerful and in perfect charge of himself and his men. We 
attacked about mid-day and he was instantly killed by a shell shortly after reaching the trenches we tried 
to take. He died without speaking or suffering. His remains we buried near where he fell a short distance 
in front of the village of Courcellette, on the Somme.”  
 

Sergeant McMullen’s name was inscribed on the ramparts of our Canadian Memorial at Vimy; Pas de 
Calais, France in 2010.             Plaque (front cover) hangs on the wall at the back of the main church. 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://twibbon.s3.amazonaws.com/2010/301/temp_86a7816f-bce3-4528-b3c6-e642ea95549e.png&imgrefurl=http://twibbon.com/support/remembrance-day-poppy&docid=XshXLtvrQouRhM&tbnid=HARydtxphgI1GM:&vet=12ahUKEwjRq8rPw6bZAhVQ4GMKHUmyAx84ZBAzKCUwJXoECAAQJg..i&w=200&h=200&bih=910&biw=1680&q=poppy&ved=2ahUKEwjRq8rPw6bZAhVQ4GMKHUmyAx84ZBAzKCUwJXoECAAQJg&iact=mrc&uact=8


                        BE REAL, BELONG, BELIEVE  IT     February 25, 2018               
                Welcome!      If you are searching for a place to belong, a warm welcome to you.  

 So we can welcome you and answer any questions you may have please look for our on Duty Warden who 
will be wearing a big “Ask Me” button.  Questions? Our Verger is Anneliese  

 
                                     

              40th Anniversary Reception 
On February 25th there will be a reception for Don Axford 
following the 10:30 service (there will be wine)  
celebrating the 40th Anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood (the actual date is February 24th). Please join 
us in celebration of this achievement. 
 

            Evening Lecture and reception 
Friday 9 March  . 7-9pm Join us for an  Evening Lecture and reception with Joanne Epply- Schmidt a 
visiting  Episcopal priest renown for her ability to teach and share the art of the oral tradition by which 
narratives ,teachings and wisdom are shared through  gift of a story well told.  

 

Calling all Youth 
On 18 March all youth of the age 11 and older are invited to meet in the Canterbury Room during the 
10.30 service. This will be an opportunity for Dialogue and experiential experiences on Faith, Religions of 
the world, and other matters that impact youth and their experiences in the community and world at 
large. The young adults will meet every third Sunday of the month thereafter.  

 
Please take a look at our bulletin boards by the Canterbury Room For More events and 

information 
 
 

THREE DAYS IN LENT  
Three Moments on the Spiritual Journey 

 

NAMING OUR STORY 

Was held Feb 24th 

See March 4th This Week Piece 

  

TELLING OUR STORY 

Sacred Stories, Personal Stories, and  

How to Tell Them 

with Joanne Epply-Schmidt 

Saturday, March 10 

9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 

WALKING OUR STORY 

Walking the Labyrinth 

with Brian Pearson, Charmaine Evans and 

Cathy Fulton 

Saturday, March 24 

9 a.m. – 12

Blue Envelopes  this month 
go to The Metro Alliance for 
the Common Good (MACG).  
Calgary’s faith communities, 
labour unions, social enterprise 
and community organizations 
working together to make our 
city better 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.michellehenry.fr/Intros.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.michellehenry.fr/salut.htm&h=500&w=400&tbnid=5aV5V7qe3xr4dM:&zoom=1&docid=9aGg8A1bBrtfsM&ei=dAxWVeONBNSyyATG0YDYAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFYQMyghMCE


Candlelight Vespers   Cathedral Church of the Redeemer:  
The service of Candlelight Vespers is sung in the Cathedral on Thursdays at 6:15 pm 
from October through March.  This beautiful, contemplative half-hour service of 
chant and scripture follows the order of Evening Prayer of the BAS and is led by the 
Cathedral Vespers Schola.  Join us for a time of stillness and reflection at the end of 
the work day. 

 
St. Laurence:   Book Study - What is the Bible?: 

 How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and Stories Can Transform the Way You Think and 
Feel About Everything.  Mondays, February 26 to March 5 - Wildrose Taproom (4580 
Quesnay Wood Dr. SW) (7:00 - 8:30 pm) OR 
Wednesdays, February 21 to March 7 - St. Laurence Church (1:00 - 2:30 pm) 
What is the Bible is the title of a new book out by Rob Bell, it is on the New York Times 

bestseller list. During this study, The Rev. Anna Greenwood-Lee and The Rev. Natasha Brubaker will offer 
a particular spin on parts of the book. 
 

Workshop on Preventing Financial Fraud and Intervention 
Saturday April 28, at St. Peter Anglican Church (903 - 75th Avenue SW). 

 

 A free three-hour workshop, led by Joan Braun, lawyer, mediator and social worker, 
will be held Saturday, April 28 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Session One is entitled 

Preventing Financial Fraud, and covers strategies and tips on how legal documents 
such as wills, powers of attorney and advanced directives can protect your wishes later in life.  Session 

Two is entitled Intervention, and gives strategies that friends and family can use to reach out or intervene 
in situations where an older adult is a victim of financial abuse.  Learn how to protect yourself and others 

who have been or could be affected by this issue.  To register, call St. Peter's at (403) 252-0393.  For more 
information, contact The Rev. Natasha Brubaker at (403) 249-3014.     

 

The Cathedral Poppy Project  
2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War.  The Cathedral has undertaken a 

project to focus attention on the occasion as we remember those who lost their lives.   
The aim is to knit or crochet thousands of poppies that will be displayed on the outside of the 

Cathedral during the weeks preceding Remembrance Day. 
The knitting group has already begun knitting and crocheting!  if you would like to join us in  this venture, 
please contact the Cathedral office for information at   office@anglicancathedralcalgary.ca 

 

Anglican Church Women Conference       Friday, April 20 and Saturday, April 21 
All ladies are invited to check out the Calgary Diocesan Anglican Women's website at 
acwcalgarydiocese.com for our February newsletter.  It also contains information on our Annual Meeting 
and Conference, with this year's theme being "Connections."  This year, our event will be held in Gleichen 
on the Friday, April 20 and Saturday, April 21.  We would love to see you and have a chance to fellowship 
with women from all over our diocese.  For more information, please contact Jennifer at (403) 948-6463  
or jennjmingram@gmailcom.  

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://www.urbantactical.com/pub/media/catalog/product/cache/75eed2686e01eb22cb4050b2f40ddf97/p/o/poppy_patch_front.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.urbantactical.com/all-accessories/patches-stickers/urban-tactical-velcro-poppy-patch.html&docid=WHxQDalCfhDeIM&tbnid=Nsx9bEB0jEuGnM:&vet=10ahUKEwj1ktuj8rnZAhWrwVQKHdExCCMQMwiuAigXMBc..i&w=700&h=700&bih=910&biw=1680&q=poppy&ved=0ahUKEwj1ktuj8rnZAhWrwVQKHdExCCMQMwiuAigXMBc&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:office@anglicancathedralcalgary.ca
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pY-2fnH6GeJDTXSqk8vNBOWuX8MQf2FxxeE5S3dfMPvbL6dkAbj-PtKyren7PzV7_f9ybeL7ZdJzBLP8YLBXklgCJDVRvdCBehwI9LTG6qAojYcSnDyYveWtlY6S9Qds9se8CR6jxYEkG1jTYCUJOM6iyfmW-ZUdyllUh6pvvbGF5gUGw0aeM9r3gMrVYOPb&c=JNVFFgjUp7xM2U8B-W8Vy8qxXPo4Jeb22HQYezU-V90EIhgLrY44xg==&ch=TGPpfa_sdBZEAI6jZlegMERJ-dbMDntwUrXeg73pOQGwWFXAqYC94w==


 
 

 
 

 

 
St. Paul, Calgary: 

 

Art Adventurers 2018 
 

St. Paul Anglican Church's final workshop for the Children's Art Program in May 
will focus on watercolour painting techniques and projects.    

Cost is $50 to cover supplies and will include 4 - 1.5 hour sessions.   

Registration deadline is March 30 for the May watercolour workshop. 
This will allow us time to order supplies.  Please contact Margaret Anne Knowles 

at makn@shaw.ca to register or for more information.   

 

 

 

mailto:makn@shaw.ca


SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B 
 

READINGS 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:22-30 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
God of the Covenant, 
you were well pleased  
with the faith of Abraham; 
and you were well served  
by the obedience of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Give to us the faith of Abraham 
and the obedience of your Christ, 
that as we walk the way of sacrifice 
we may come to share your glory; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
our deliverance and our hope, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
by faith we are fed at your table; 
in obedience we share your love with the world: 
may your will be done in us now and always, 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 
 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, God appeared to him and 
said, "I am God Almighty; walk in my presence, and be blameless. And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous."  
 
 Abram fell on his face before God; and God said to him, "This is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and rulers shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be your God, to you and to your offspring after you.  
 
 "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; rulers of peoples shall come 
from her." 
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B 
 

PSALM 22:22-30 
 

Praise God, all you who fear God;  
stand in awe of God, O offspring of Israel;  

 you of Jacob's line, give glory.  
 
For God does not despise the poor in their poverty;  
 God neither abhors them  

nor turns away from them; 
 but hears them when they cry out.  
 
I will praise my God in the great assembly;  
 I will perform my vows  
 in the presence of those who worship God.  
 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
 and those who seek God shall offer praise:  
 "May your heart live for ever!" 
 
All the ends of the earth  
shall remember and turn to God;  
 all the families of the nations  
 shall bow down in praise. 
 
For true authority belongs to God,  
who rules over all the nations.  
 To God alone those who sleep in the earth  
 bow down in worship;  
 those who go down to the dust  
 fall before God in adulation. 
 
My soul shall live for God;  
my descendants shall serve God;  
they shall be known as God’s for ever.  
 They shall come and make known  
 to a people yet unborn  
 the saving deeds that God has done. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 
 
 The promise of inheriting the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither 
is there violation.  
 
 For this reason it all depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all God’s descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham.  He 
is the father of us all—as it is written, "I have made you the father of many 
nations"—and he dwelt in the presence of God, in whom he believed, the 
One who gives life to the dead and calls into existence things that do not 
exist.  
 
 Hoping against hope, Abraham believed that he would become "the 
father of many nations," according to what was said, "So numerous shall 
your descendants be." He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 
in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able 
to do what had been promised.  
 
 Therefore Abraham’s faith "was reckoned to him as righteousness." 
Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written not for his sake 
alone, but for ours also. For it will be "reckoned to us" as well, who believe 
in the One who raised Jesus our Saviour from the dead, who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God.



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B 
 

GOSPEL READING:  Mark 8:31-38 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
The Holy Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark. 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News  
of Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly.  
 
 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! 
You are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."  
 
 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  
 
 "For what will it profit them to gain the whole world … only to forfeit 
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels." 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Second Sunday in Lent 
February 25, 2018 

 
Lent is the season during which we prepare for the Church's celebration of Easter.  

It is a time for personal reflection, prayer, fasting, study, and good works. 
 

 

10:30 a.m. THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Reverend Brian E Pearson, Presider  
The Reverend Charmaine Evans, Deacon 
Jeff Jones, Organist and Music Director 

 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

We gather, greet one another, and prepare for worship. 
 

Intrioit:  O Sacred Feast (Carleton R. Young) 
 
The people gather in silence, there being no prelude during the season of Lent.  
 
Welcome and Opening Announcements 
 
All stand as the prayer bowl is sounded, calling the congregation to prayer.  
 
Confession & Absolution 

 
Dear friends in Christ,  
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  
welcoming both the wounded and the wounder, 
and inviting them both to this table. 
Come, let us return to God, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 
The people may stand, sit or kneel for the Kyrie, and for the confession and 
absolution that follow. 

 
Kyrie: Oh Lord, Have Mercy (South African Traditional)   (next page) 

 
 

During the season of 
Lent we prepare for 
worship by reviewing 
our lives and seeking 
God’s forgiveness for 
those actions and 
intentions that prevent 
us from being the 
people God has created 
us to be. 
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The Choir sings the first verse, which is repeated by the congregation. Then all 
sing the remaining verses together.  
 
1.  Oh Lord, have mercy ... Have mercy on me  
2.  While I am praying … Have mercy on me 
3.  While I am waiting … Have mercy on me 
4.  When I’m in trouble … Have mercy on me 
5.  I am your child ... Have mercy on me 

 
Most merciful God, 
our love for you is like the morning mist,  
like the dew that vanishes when sunlight comes.  
Have mercy on us, 
forgive our inconstancy, 
and revive our flagging spirits, 
that we may love and serve you anew; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 
 The Priest pronounces the Absolution: 

The God of all mercies  
cleanse you from your sins, 
restore you in God’s image, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer (the congregation standing) 

 
God of the Covenant, 
you were well pleased  
with the faith of Abraham; 
and you were well served  
by the obedience of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Give to us the faith of Abraham 
and the obedience of your Christ, 
that as we walk the way of sacrifice 
we may come to share your glory; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
our deliverance and our hope, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The prayer of 
confession 
acknowledges our 
human frailty and 
brokenness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Absolution 
assures us of God’s 
abiding love. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Opening Prayer 
(traditionally called 
the Collect) identifies 
a theme or themes 
heard in today’s 
service. 
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The Proclamation of the Word 
We hear again the Christian story  

and respond with our prayers and intentions. 

 
First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16           read by Carly Grimsen-Seligman 
 
 Following the Reading: 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 22:22-30 
 

Praise God, all you who fear God;  
stand in awe of God, O offspring of Israel;  

 you of Jacob's line, give glory.  
 
For God does not despise the poor in their poverty;  
 God neither abhors them  

nor turns away from them; 
 but hears them when they cry out.  
 
I will praise my God in the great assembly;  
 I will perform my vows  
 in the presence of those who worship God.  
 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
 and those who seek God shall offer praise:  
 "May your heart live for ever!" 
 
All the ends of the earth  
shall remember and turn to God;  
 all the families of the nations  
 shall bow down in praise. 
 
For true authority belongs to God,  
who rules over all the nations.  
 To God alone those who sleep in the earth  
 bow down in worship;  
 those who go down to the dust  
 fall before God in adulation. 
 

The First Reading is 
from the Hebrew 
scriptures, which is 
shared by both 
Christians and Jews. 
 
 
 
The recitation of a 
Psalm, a sacred poem 
from the Hebrew 
scriptures, has been 
part of Christian 
worship from earliest 
times. 
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My soul shall live for God;  
my descendants shall serve God;  
they shall be known as God’s for ever.  
 They shall come and make known  
 to a people yet unborn  
 the saving deeds that God has done. 

 
Second Reading:  Romans 4:13-25                             read by Carly Grimsen-Seligman 
 
 Following the Reading: 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn: By With the Body That Was Broken                                  blue insert 
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 8:31-38 (the congregation remaining standing) 
 

 Prior to the Reading: 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Following the Reading:  
The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 
Affirmation of Faith (the congregation standing) 

 

Let us declare our faith in God, saying: 
We believe in God the Creator, 
from whom every family in heaven  
and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Redeemer, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
filling us with healing love. 
 
We believe in God the Sanctifier, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Second Reading is 
from the letters 
written by the early 
apostles to the 
churches in Asia 
Minor. 
 
 
 
 
We stand in 
reverence for the 
Gospel Reading 
because it tells us 
about the life and 

teachings of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Affirmation of 
Faith is a statement 
reflective of the core 
beliefs of the Church. 
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We believe in one God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People                                                             led by Brigid Stewart 
 
The Peace  
 

 Christ is our peace,  
who has reconciled us to God. 
God’s peace be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 The People greet one another with a gesture of good will. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Passing of the 
Peace, a custom from 
New Testament 
times, reminds us of 
Jesus’ command to 
love one another as 
he has loved us. 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

We give thanks for Christ’s presence in our midst  
 by which we are spiritually fed. 

 
Offertory Hymn: Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery                               blue insert 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 

 
Blessed be God,  
by whose grace creation is renewed,  
by whose love heaven is opened,  
by whose mercy our offering is received.   
Blessed be God forever.  Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God our Saviour. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Gracious God, it is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise. 
 

During this hymn 
symbols of our daily 
lives are offered for 
God’s blessing:  bread 
and wine (for use in 
communion), and 
money (for the 
ongoing witness and 
ministry of the 
Church). 
 
 
 
“Eucharist” comes 
from the Greek word 
for thanksgiving, 
hence, this part of the 
service is often called  
“The Great Thanks-
giving”. 
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For in these forty days of Lent 
you lead us into the desert of repentance, 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds, 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and saying:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth  
are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes  
in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our prayers, O God, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
who on the night he was handed over 
to suffering and death, 
took bread and gave you thanks, saying,  
“Take, and eat: this is my body which is broken for you.” 
 
In the same way he took the cup, saying,  
“This is my blood which is shed for you. 
When you do this, do it in memory of me.” 
 
Remembering therefore his death and resurrection,  
we offer you this bread and this cup,   
giving thanks that you have made us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of your holy Church. 
Gather into one all who share in these holy mysteries,  
filling them with the Holy Spirit  
and confirming their faith in the truth, 
that together we may praise you and give you glory 
through your Servant, Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This part of the 

prayer recalls the 
central mystery of 
Christ’s saving act, his 
death on the cross for 
our sake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here we ask God to 
bless the gifts God 
has given us, that 
they may be a 
blessing to those who 
receive them. 
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All glory and honour are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray (saying): 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break this bread, 
communion in Christ’s body once broken.  
Let your Church be the wheat  
which bears its fruit in dying. 
If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 
if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 

 
Invitation 

 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Communion  (remember to SIP not DIP) 
 

Prayer after Communion (the People standing) 
 

Gracious God, 
by faith we are fed at your table; 
in obedience we share your love with the world: 
may your will be done in us now and always, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
The “Lord’s Prayer” 
is so called because 
the Gospels record 
Jesus teaching this 
prayer to his 
disciples. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All who love and 
serve God are 
welcome to come 
forward to receive the 
bread and wine, or to 
receive a blessing. 
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Doxology 
 
Glory to God, 
whose power, working in us, 
can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.   

 Amen. 
 
Announcements 

 
Dismissal 

 
Christ gives us grace  

 to grow in righteousness: 
 to deny ourselves, take up our cross, 

and follow him. 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Closing Hymn:  To Abraham and Sarah                                                             blue insert 
 
Organ Postlude:  Prelude and Fugue in F minor (J. W. Krebs) 

A doxology is a 
prayer of praise, in 
this case a final one, 
drawing our 
worship to a close. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having been nurtured 
by Word and 
Sacrament, we are 
sent out into the 
world as witnesses of 
God’s love for all 
creation. 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for sharing in our worship today. 

 
Following the service you are invited to stay and join us for refreshments. 

 

 
 


